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Mutual Assured Nuclear Destruction
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Recent Princeton University War Game Scenario

4



Mutual Assured Cyber Destruction
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Mutual Assured Economic Destruction
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Geopolitics and breakdown of the 
rules-based international system? 
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Mutual Assured Climate 
Destruction
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“World Scientists’ Warning of a 
Climate Emergency”

BioScience, biz088, https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biz088
Published:

05 November 2019

“Scientists have a moral obligation to clearly 
warn humanity of any catastrophic threat and to “tell it 
like it is.” On the basis of this obligation and the graphical 
indicators presented below, we declare, with more than 
11,000 scientist signatories from around the world, 
clearly and unequivocally that planet Earth is facing a 
climate emergency.”
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The Climate Change Challenge

• Glacier and ice sheet melting faster
• Sea level rise and increased littoral flooding
• Extreme weather events more intense 
• Wildfires more devastating more frequent
• Species extinction accelerating
• Human health threat growing
• Conflict over food, water, land
• Massive numbers of climate refugees
• Huge stresses on governments



Sea level rise for Vietnam 2050 :
old and new projections
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Sea level rise for Mumbai 2050:
old and new projections
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Climate Change Will Complicate Addressing
Long-term Global Challenges 

(which will complicate dealing with climate change)

• Demographic challenges – growth, aging, decline
• Massive urbanization - 2+ billion added to cities
• Rising demand for food, water, energy
• Political instability, nationalism, populism
• Geopolitical rivalries and uncertainties
• Global economic stability and growth
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1. Acknowledge the collective challenges posed by the 
“four MADs”, especially climate change 

2. Harness technological innovation through capitalism 
and responsive government

3. Build environmentally sustainable economies reducing 
inputs to achieve greater outputs

4. Demand science-based foresight from political 
leaders in policy making 

5. Embrace diversity and gender equality
6. Place cooperation above competition and conflict and  

long-term challenges ahead of short-term gain

Meeting the Challenges Ahead
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“If you had to invent a threat grand 
enough, and global enough, to plausibly conjure 
into being a system of true international 
cooperation, climate change would be it – the 
threat everywhere, and overwhelming, and 
total.  And yet now, just as the need for that kind 
of cooperation is paramount, indeed necessary 
for anything like the world we know to survive, 
we are only unbuilding those alliances –
recoiling into nationalistic corners and retreating 
from collective responsibility from each other.”
Can we come together as humans to meet the 

challenges of the 21st Century?
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Thank You!

Banning Garrett

banninggarrett@gmail.com
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